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WASHINGTON-Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st-MA) and Senator                Edward M. Kennedy announced that the final version of the Fiscal                Year 2002 Interior Appropriations bill included $250,000 for the                Mahaiwe Theater in Great Barrington. President Bush is expected                to sign the bill into law this week.

               Congressman Olver and Senator Kennedy worked to secure funding for                the Mahaiwe Theater restoration project in the Save America's Treasures                account within the Interior bill. The funding will be used to restore                the historic theater, and once fully restored it will become the                permanent home of the Berkshire Opera Company. 

               "This funding is a first step toward restoring the Mahaiwe                Theater to its original glory. The Berkshire Opera Company deserves                credit for building a broad coalition of support for this project,"                Olver said.

               The Theater was originally built as a vaudeville house in 1905,                and hosted some of the greatest names in show business during the                early part of the 20th century. For the past 80 years, the theater                has primarily been used as a first run movie theater. Known for                its outstanding acoustics, the Mahaiwe Theater was listed on the                State Register of Historic Places in 1988. The Berkshire Opera Company                purchased the Theater in September of 2000.

               "Berkshire County is already renowned for the arts, and a restored                Mahaiwe Theater will further promote that reputation," Olver                added.
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